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Constitution 

of the 

National Guard Association of Maine 

As of:  5 Apr 2008
ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of this Association shall be the "National Guard Association of Maine." 

ARTICLE II

PURPOSES AND POWERS

The purpose of the National Guard Association of Maine shall be: 

1. To promote and support adequate State and National security under the provisions of the Constitution of the United States of America. 

2. To foster and improve the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard of the State of Maine, and their relations with the general public. 

3. To promote close association, friendship, understanding, and cooperation between all members of this Association. 

4. In order to promote the best interests of the Association and the purposes for which it was formed, it shall have power, through the Executive Committee, to receive and collect membership dues and accept contributions, and may acquire, hold, take by gift, advise or purchase property, either real or personal, and invest its funds therein. It may sell and dispose of such property and create obligations when it appears to be for the best interests of the Association. All income or increase from whatever source derived shall be used exclusively to promote the purposes for which the Association is organized. Title to real property shall be taken in the name of the Association; the custody and management of the same shall be vested in the Executive Committee: sale, transfer or encumbrance of real estate shall be made by the President of the Association and attested by the Secretary, when authorized by a resolution of the Executive Committee approving such sale, transfer or encumbrance. 

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. The membership of the association will be by calendar year and be composed of: 

a. ANNUAL. All active, retired, and former commissioned officers and warrant officers of the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard of the State of Maine, who were honorably discharged, shall be eligible for annual membership. All active, retired, and former commissioned officers and warrant officers of the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard of the State of Maine shall be carried upon the rolls of the Association as annual members unless disqualified by nonpayment of dues, as hereinafter set forth. All active, retired, and former commissioned officers and warrant officers eligible for annual membership shall become annual members upon payment of their dues for the current year. 

b. LIFE. Any member of the Association may be granted a life membership in this Association upon payment of the dues established for such membership. The life member shall have such rights and status as he would be entitled to and would qualify for as if he were not a life member. 

c. HONORARY. All living Governors of the State of Maine, past and present, shall be Honorary Members of this Association. Other persons, not otherwise eligible for annual or life membership may be nominated to this status and elected at the Annual Conference by a unanimous vote of the members present. Nominations for this status shall be made in writing to the Membership Committee not later than 60 days prior to the Annual Conference. Honorary Members shall not hold office nor have the right to vote.

d. CORPORATE (Special Meeting, 7 Dec 92). Any Maine corporation or corporation registered to do business in the United States of America, upon payment of annual dues on a laddering basis to be determined by the membership committee is eligible for corporate membership. Corporate members will be entitled to attend any and all meetings, conferences, or conventions open to members of the National Guard Association of Maine. Corporate Members will be allowed to voice opinions and concerns. Corporate Members are not entitled to vote or have any other rights or benefits from the National Guard Association of Maine.  The varying level of memberships and benefits (advertisement, free attendance at meetings, etc.) will be determined by the membership committee.
SECTION 2. FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the Association shall commence on I Jul and end on 30 Jun of the following year. 

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

SECTION 1. OFFICERS. The officers of the Association shall be: 

a. President 

b. First Vice President 

c. Second Vice President 

d. Secretary

e. Treasurer
SECTION 2. DUTIES OF OFFICERS. The duties of the officers of the Association shall be as prescribed in the By-Laws of the Association.

ARTICLE V

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
SECTION 1. There shall be an Executive Committee of the Association consisting of the Officers of the Association; and immediate Past President, all having 1 vote.  The Executive Committee shall meet quarterly or by order of the President. 

SECTION 2. The ordinary powers and duties of the Executive Committee shall be as prescribed in the By-Laws of the Association. 

ARTICLE VI

EMERGENCY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
In the event of war or other emergency as a result of which the Army National Guard and/or the Air National Guard of the State of Maine is ordered or called into active military service of the United States, the Executive Committee of the Association is authorized and empowered to carry on and conduct the business of the Association.

In the event that the President, the First Vice President to the Second Vice President, or any other Officer or member of the Executive Committee is precluded from serving as such as the result of war, emergency, or otherwise, the Executive Committee, by majority vote, shall elect one from their number or otherwise from the members of the association, notwithstanding any other provisions of this constitution or the By-Laws, to serve as Chairman, and may also fill such other vacancies as may be caused by the inability of an Officer or Warrant Officer to continue to serve, until the election of officers at the next Annual Conference of the Association.

ARTICLE VII

ELECTIONS

SECTION 1. OFFICERS. Officers of  NGAME shall be elected at the Annual Conference of the Association and shall hold office for two (2) years, or until their successors are duly elected. A majority of all votes cast shall be necessary to elect an officer. 

SECTION 2. ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERS TO HOLD OFFICERS. 

a. The President and Vice Presidents may not be eligible to succeed themselves. 

b. General Officers may not be eligible for election to offices, but may serve on committees. However, any person duly elected to office who subsequently receives federal recognition as a General Officer is eligible to complete the normal term of his office in accordance with the terms of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Association. In addition, if the President, during his term of office, is federally recognized as a General Officer, he is eligible to serve on the Executive Committee the following year as the Immediate Past President in accordance with Article V, Section 1, of the Constitution. 

SECTION 3. REPRESENTATIVE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.   Each representative member of the Executive Committee shall be elected to serve for a term of two (2) years, except as hereinafter provided, or until his successor is duly elected and qualified by majority vote of the active members of the Association. 

SECTION 4. Nominations for Officers of the Association may be made from the floor during the Annual Conference at which elections are held.

ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES

SECTION I. STANDING COMMITTEES. The Standing Committees of the Association shall be: 

a.  Membership 

b.  Legislative 

c.  Resolutions 

d.  Publicity and Public Relations 

e.  Time and Place

f.  Awards 

The membership and functions of the several Standing Committees shall be as prescribed in the By-Laws of the Association.

 SECTION 2. BUDGET COMPLIANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE. The Budget Compliance Review Committee of the Association shall be appointed by the Executive Committee at its first meeting after the Annual Conference. It shall consist of up to three active members of the Association, who are not members of the Executive Committee who shall review the financial records of the organization to ensure compliance with approved budget / By-Laws and verify balances of the accounts of the organization.  
SECTION 4. SPECIAL COMMITTEES. The President of the Association may appoint such special committees, as he deems necessary. The membership thereof shall consist of such numbers as the President of the Association may determine.

SECTION 5. The duties for all committees shall be prescribed in the By-Laws of the Association.

ARTICLE IV

CONFERENCES

There shall be an Annual Conference of the Association and such Special Conferences as may be called by a majority of the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE X

AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any Annual Conference, or Special Conference. Proposed amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws shall be submitted in writing to the President of the Association at least 60 days prior to the date of the Conference at which the proposed amendments are to be considered, and disseminated to the members at least 30 days prior to the date of the Conference at which proposed amendment are to be considered.


